Glimpses of Collingwood during the Pandemic of 1919
The ‘Spanish’ Flu

Exploring Trove in May 2020
The first cases - are they serious? Too early to say

Saturday 25 January 1919 the Weekly Times
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ILLNESS INVESTIGATED

—_—— —
PATIENTS IN HOSPITALS

it An outbreak of influenza in Mel-
.1 | bourne is engaging the attention of the
i3 | medical authorities. Several patlents
have been admitted to the Melbourne
¢ | Hospital. and three have died. Conse-
o | quently, precautions have been taken
oL by inoculating the staff at the hos-
.. | pital.  Whether these illnesses are
i | BReiy to prove serious is now the sub-
.. jJect of investigation by doctors. and
o« until this point is settled there appears &2
1| to b no ground for grave fears. Dr. R.{
m | Poo M*Meekin, superintendent of the
~.| Mclbourne Hospital, states:—
o At present in hospital we have four
.. batients belonging to one family in
n | North Mellwurne, two belonging to a| Col
<. | Tamily resident in Carlton, two belong- | Mond
1. | ing o a Tamily resident in Collingwaood. | vate
o | In addition, there is a family in Bruns-|The |
.. | Wick, seven of whaich are at present Il |quart
4 | With symptoms jdentical with those|rans
.3 | Presented by our cases. A good many |[“lalrs
« | cases of similar character have during [Colon
L~ | the past few days been admitted to the|nrriv:
ir | Alfred Hospital. The usual history has
s, | Peen one of ordinary cold with cough | ().«
14 [ 2ssociated with severe headache, back-| .
5. | ache, and pains in the limbs, culmina- the I
ot | ting in the coilapse of the patient be- with
he |tween four and ten days after the on-! .
set. Tt is too early te say that there
i, | will be a widespread epidemic or that| ..
4t | the cases are identical with those oc- - °17
i | eurring in New Zealand anfl at the
quarantine station in Sydney. s
THREAT FROM SYDNEY
It is stated in Sydney that if the lhe\,
Commonwealth does not act promptly e ]
in quarantining Victoria, New South ;’;D 1(
Wiiles will take further steps to effect Fran
l? : its purpose. T
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Monday 27 January 1919 The Herald

the illustration.
]

"-‘ 27 APPLICATIONS FOR BEDS
el Twenty-seven applications  for beds
T for persons regarded as having influ-
‘ enza serjously enongh to warrant them
o lengz sent to hospitals were received
of| Iy the Health Department up to 1 p.mn.
Critoduy.  Included among them were 10
from the Melbourne Hospital, three
from North Fitzroy, two each from
°F Richmond. City, and 8t. Kilda, and one
f=leach from Brunswick, Collingwood,
Fitzroy, Burnley, (Cariton, North Mel-
hourne, West Melbourns and lEgsendon.
'On account of the hollday today, the
'Ho.'mh Department had received no no-
tifications from the councils of the
various suburbs regarding mild cases.

-

Already the need for extra beds - what about a school?

Friday 31 January 1919 The Age
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sunilar character in all affected ports.

IN THE SUBURBS.
Callingwood.—1It was reported to Colling-
wood town hall authorities yesterday that
21 fresh cases of influenza had developed,
thp‘majority being of a mild type. The
Military department has consented to the

\ . -
drill ball in Mariuc-parade, Abbotsford,
being made nse of for the accommodation
vl patients whenever neceesary, and per-
. { mission of the Education department has
.| been granted for Victoria Park State
. | 8chool to be used for a similar purpose.
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Saturday 1 February The Herald

COLLINGWOOD OPTIMISTIO

Owing to the more favorable outlook
regarding Influenza in Collingwood, the
municipal authorities have informed
- |the Education Department that the
“luse of the Victoria Park State school
“lwill probably not be required. The
" |school was applied for as a precaution-
J|ary measure earlier this week.

Saturday 1 February The Herald
" lhave beem inoculated. L
——— — e — -
POSITION IN COLLINGWOOD L
Mr W, J. & Grabham, Collingwood sanitary,
Inspector, stated today that very few cases|blio
had been reported overnight, and in each|goo
instance the doctors were not definite as 10 4
the exaci sature of the llineas, bus
Inspector Grabam pointed out that he was tdl
\{informed by a doctor that there were seven |
| |cases of influenza in one house, and was ad-
A |vised to have all thome patients removed for
\ treatment to a hospital. After having deea ]
attended to at the hospital all but one palent/n
ere allowed to return home. tail
‘I think,’” said lpspector Graham, “it Is ““
wt alarming eand unfair to report all cases|
ofi\cold in the head an the epidamic.' the
. \ the past few days Dr. A. H. Maxwell [cle
. (b pith officer, assisted by many fAfth year|]j.),
_ImeNical students and professional nurses, ...,
" |has Vibeen inoculating, on an average, mﬂ‘“_
fq.u,,n 1400 of this number being the employes :
‘lor Measrs Foy and Gibson Pty. Ltd,
} \

HOASPITAD FOR MILD CAS
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Numbers increasing rapidly - 270 fresh cases in 16 days

Tuesday 11 February The Age
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IN THE SUBURBS.

Collingwood .- Fresh cases to the numbep

of 30 were reported vesterda ki
total of 270 within sixteen dny:.. i e
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Focus on restrictions and statistics. What about masks?

Wednesday 5 February The Age

| INFLUENZA EPIDEMIG. |-

that
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NO MATERIAL CHANGE.
Exh

'| Race Meetings Stopped. |
Restrictions on Railway ;

! Travelling. rervi

The position with regard to the in-
fluenza epidemic was summed up last mght ||
.| by Dr. Robertson, chairman of the Board
of Health, in the words, *No materal
change."” 1

Yesterday 211 fresh cuses were notified
to the Board of Health, including 155 from
the cities, 17 from the towns, 7 from the
boroughs and 32 from the various shires. D
To date, 1452 cases, all kinds, from or-f
dinary influenza to pneumonic, have been
_notified to the board. Of these, cities
' have sent 1180 cases, towns 85, boroughs
32, shires 175.

7 To date Melbourne city has contributed
5 904 cases: Prahran, 160; Richmond, 115; St.
' Kilda, 79: South Melbourne, 70: Northeote,
" 58; Brunswick, 85; Collingwood, 71: Fatz- | 00
. | roy, 60; Footscray, 69; Hawthorn, #; Es-| 7y,

" sendon, 31; Bendigo, 24: Caultield, 34; Port | ;1
L+ Melbourne, 18; Ballarat Fast, 14; Kyneton,jat &
“113; Lillydale, 13; Heidclberg, 19; Dande- th
.| nong. 10: Sandringham, 10.
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Thursday 13 February The Yackandandah Times (!)
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. Dr Maxwell, Collingwood health | PX
officer, stated at the meeting of the | 1°
Collingwood council that in his the
opinion all the evidence available the
went to show that ‘influenza masks’
were absolutely useless, except|eq
when worn by nurses in sick rooms. | T}
The value of inoculation, on the} p,
! other hand, has been proved, and
in his opinion it was undoubtedly
benefical. Dr Maxwell added that | ¢ip,
he believed that Collingwood was | i,
the only suburban centre in which | 4
| an inoculation depot was kept open | p;,
| all day long. Thecrowding which | of
occurred at other depots was thus | he
avoided at Collingwood. T




Closing the technical school

Friday 14t February 1919 The Herald

TRAINING OF RETURNFED MEN
STOPPED AT COLLINGW

At a meeting of the Council of
Collingwood Technleal Schonle |
evening, complaints were made !
many returned soldiers wers preven
from continuing their vocational
ing owing to the bulldings having
closed through the intluenza apideml

These returned soldiers, wha are
ing trained i{n carpentry, Joinery,
other branches of wood work, use
o [large and well ventilated factory ¥
?|the conditions are all that they d
“L|They have complained to the (o
of the Technical School that the
tory should not be closed when 80
other places In the district, crow
with workmen are allowsd to e
open. Even though these returnéd
diers are in receipt of sustenance
the Government they desire 1o cont
their vocational training instead of

maining idle.
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Friday 7 March 1919 The Herald
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CASES IN COLLINGWOOD r

Mr W. J. S. Graham, health {nspector, !’

has reported to the Collingwood Coun-|™

cil that In the past fortnight 162 cases !
of influenza have been reported in the|

distriet. ]"‘
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10 new cases in Collingwood yesterday - all hospital beds full
Saturday 5 April The Age

“INPLUENZA EPIDEMIC.

-
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THE RECRUDESCENCE.

Yomerday 237 enses of influenza were
notified in Victoria, all but eight being in
the metropolitan aren. Melhourne (47),
South Melbourne (37), Footseray (20), |
Northeote (1%), Richmond (26), 8t. Kilda
(21) and Collingwood (10) contributed the
majority of the cases. There were 15
deaths, 8 at the Exhibition Building hos-
pital, 2 at Fairfield, and 1 each at Fasen-
don, Kyneton, Brunswick and Researca
(near Fltham). There were 102 admis-
vions to and 58 discharges from the hos-
pitals, Jeaving 908 patients in hospital last
eveni 568 of whom were accommodated
in th:.kxhibition Building.

Al the available hospital beds in Mel-
kEourne are now in use. The Melbourne
Hnepital suthorities will not take in any
more 2ases until the committee has been
econsul Alfred Hospital will provide
5 m beds when the necesmry stafl ar-
rongements are complete. Provision for
300 more heds can be made at “‘the Zreat
barn,” but this is dependent mpon nddi-
tional provision bemg made for nurses’
sccommodation. The Defence department,
with thel slow-thiuking action »f the muli.
tary mind, is still thinking over the Bave
Hospital proposition. It will be neces
sary in a day or two for the municipalities
to reopon their hospitals, and to this end
th2 local authoritiea are nested to take
action at once. 'The hmth authorities

anticipate a recrudescence during the com-
ing foew weeks,




School could re-open - for patients

Tuesday 8 April The Herald

COLLINGWOOD ACTS

Arrangemeats have been made by the Col-
lingwood Council to re-open the School of
Domestic Arts, Vere street. for the reception
of Influenza patients, should the necessity
arise. Inoculation of residents will be re-
sumed at the Town Hall tomorrow, the heours
being from 10 am. to 12 am., 2 p.m. (o
¢ pm, and 7.30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

E A T R R R

Daily numbers greater than in February

Monday 14 April the Age

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC.

o

| COMPARATIVELY LOW DEATH

RATE.

Although the daily average of notifice-
tions of persone having contracted in-

' fluenza during last week has nearly doubled
. that of the worst period in February, the
 daily average desth rate from influenm is

lesa than was the case then. There were

356 new sufferers notified throughout the

 State on Saturday, of whom 327 were in

' the metropolis and 29 in the country, the

| cases being distributed as follows: —~Camber-

well, 12; Caulfield, 14; Ooﬂmmod 22; E»
sendon, 17; Fitzroy, 50 Mnlvem‘, 13; Mel-
bourne, 100; Nort.boote Prahran, 35;
Bn.hton, 15; Cohun Part Llo‘bourne.

woodo‘%nd'bormm 1. ih —_ B‘m

Bendt.o, 18; Oaklei Bu'on:rook.

: Geel long, 2 Mordulloc 3 ' Numurkah 2;
and Box di. mwm!duthlln
the country on Samrday. namely, one at
Beymour snd one at Wyeh also 6
deaths in the metropolitan omhh and
one at Collingwood. Thuas Baturday’s total
dea hn from infinenza in Victoria were 0.




Friday 25 April The Herald
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POLICEMEN AFFECTED

wood, died from influenza today in the
Police Hospltal. He was 27 :ﬂu’at of
age, and had heen at Collingwooed for
Rix years. €ighteen members of the
police force gre in tne hospital, where
the aceommodation |8 so heavily taxed

mitted,

e ———

Maybe the sick should stay home

Wednesday 30 April The Herald
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', of Collingwood, has arranged for a lec-
|ture to be given by Dr. H. M. Maxwel],
in the lecture hall of the Collingwood
|Town Hall, at 8 o'clock this evening.

LECTURE FOR MOTHERS

For the purpose of advising mothers
in the treatment of influenza cases In
their own homes, Cr. J. R, Reid, Mayor

Constable Antonfo ("usini, of Colling- |

that additional patients cannot be ad- |,

Thursday 1 May 1919 The Age
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HOME TREATMENT OF PATIENTS.

Collingwood Doctor’s Advice.

~ Hospital and nursing accommodation
- could, it is stated, be more easily obtained
if patients, where convenient, remained in
their own homea. BSuggestions for the home
treatment of influenza patienta were offered
 to Collingwood residents in the local town
hall last night by Dr. H. Maxwell, at the

invitation of the mayor o{ Collingwood (Cr.
'J. H. Reid). Dr. Maxwell first em 1

 the necessity for common sense in dealing
- with influenza. People ghould, he m.id, get
' 1id of all dread of the disesse: he had often
found a man alone in a house with in-

fluensa, and the neighbors all too ht-
e:edtoeol:nen.rhim. umfny::ir'nd
u
e

eigh
at home&‘tiel. uld, he was sure, sel
' ’"q‘;ﬁ.ﬂ
e sent to bed. H

u
. On the
*‘ the patient
ould be given
a light diet, with no red meats, plenty of
soda water and similar liguide. Proper at-
tention was a third essential. ustard
poultices eonid be applied with effect.
Stimulants should not be given, as they
lowered the vitality. The patient should
be put in a plain, bright room, with only
essential articles of furniture, as furniture
harbored dust. Complications which en-
sued in influenga casee were incesmnt
vomitin arﬁlblﬂeo.dinq tf:ol?op f.bt% nose, _mﬂoda
water shou ven e vomi S
oo goplied o "the bk of e net
would arrest ng. all, the
nurse should g a&colutely without fear in
attendi en
In lnump‘h a question; Dr. Maxwell ex-
pressed the opinion that masks were a mat-
ter for choice. ,
An Interjector: They're rotten.
Dr. Maxwell: That depends who wears
them. (Laughter.) They ﬁiould, however,
be changed freguemtly. .V . . . .
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What is charity?

Tuesday 20 May The Argus
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POOR OF COLLINGWOOD.

p TO THE EOITOR OF THE ARGUN.

sir. - Ihe influenza epidemic,  coupled
with the present high cost of living, has left
very many of our poor people in wore
i straits, and on their behalf | desire to make
| un appeal. through you. to those who may
' be generously disposed. for either cash or
Tl aifts of discarded clothing, which, f sent
{to the town hall, Collingwood, will be
I thankfully received nnd faithfully applied.
o Yours. &, M. REID, Mayoress.

I ' Collingwood, May 17.
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Tuesday 27 May 1919 The Argus
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l COLLINGWOOD DISTRESS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARG~

Sir,—In cases of intliwnzs the blanwets
are taken to the hospital with the patients,
and in many cases we have vioted the
remaining members of the faomtly sre wath
out blankets or any witm covermg  We
find it very hard to supply them 1o 2! wie
S0 badly need them. Also clothing and
wood are wanted, apd we wanld be yery
glad to recenve donations of these neces
!miea. Anvthiing sent to Uollingwood Lown
( Hall or my jprivate address wil]l be grate
| fuly acknowledged.  Yours, &c,
| M. REID. Mavoress
I Collingwood, May 26,

Friday 30t May 1919 The Socialist

OLD CLOTHES FOR WAGE SLAVES.
- — - ————
N the “Argus” of the 20th inst, Mrs. M. Reid, Mayoress of Collingwood, makes
an appeal to the “generously disposed” for their discarded clothing on behalf of
“our poor people” who are in sore straits owing to the influenza epidemic,
coupled with the present high coat of living. A few weeks ago the Town Clerk
of Port Melbourne made a similar appeal on behalf of “our poor people” at Port
Melbourne. P
| How thoroughly and eompletely are the workers of Melhourne stripped of their
wealth and health by capitalists and capitalism!
2 The wage slaves, described by Mrs. Reid as “our poor people,” have been bled
| white financially, and left naked by high prices and disease.

=S 3 J e W w




‘aiheen 226 cases reported in the distriet,
‘~|lor 22 more than in the previous two

3| weeks.

N, CONVENT ATTACKED '
e Mr W. J. 8. Graham, sanitary in-
‘8| spector, has reported to the Colling-

‘3l out at the Convent,Clark street, Abbots-
.{ford. The doctor In atlendance at the

Epidemic improving - still 760 in hospital

Wednesday 18 June 1919 The Age

' many “hairbread {i;:‘."“:;'p;_“‘ e

| Influenza Epidemic.

| 'l'h'we was & continued improvement in

' the influenza epidemic yesterday. Only

' two deaths occurred, as against six on Mon-
day. The admissicrs numbered 53, and th:
dircharges were 72. There are stil] 760
patients in hospital. Owing to the decreas:
i the numker of patients two temporary

Lcspitale, those at 2l
toh, are ABont in be pray sud Fleming

..ddl.” Balanaa
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Beware the next wave

Saturday 9t August The Herald
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wood Council that influenza has broken

convent reported that the outbreak was
not of a severe form.
During the past fortnight there have

Friday 22 August 1919 The Herald
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273 CASES IN CONVENT  f

: inspector, has reported 'n the Mopllingwood

[+

Mr W J. & Graham. municipal -unltlrs’”
|

Councy] that during the pas=t ‘wo weeks 2052

© cares of Influenza were notified in the d*.»"
| trirt. or 128 more than in the rrevinis fort- |}

night. Out of the total number 272 cases |’

. came from the Convent, Clarke street. Ab-|'

- —_— e o ——— — e -——

(botsford.



