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Introduction        

This area was home to the Wurundjeri-Willam people for millennia before it was colonised by the British in 
the 1830s. The municipality of East Collingwood came into existence in 1855, one of the very first local 
councils in Melbourne, and shortly afterwards was granted permission to annex the Crown lands, to the 
north of Reilly Street (now Alexandra Parade), that we now know as Clifton Hill. This name was first used by 
an estate agent in 1871 and later became the official name. In the 1850s there were bluestone quarries by 
the Merri Creek in the eastern half along with several bluestone houses built by quarrymen, but on this 
western side there was little to be seen apart from a track leading to Heidelberg (now Queens Parade).  

 

In 1863 the area 
west of Hoddle 
Street was 
surveyed by P M 
Goldbrick of the 
Department of 
Lands and 
Survey, under the 
direction of 
Clement 
Hodgkinson, and 
this map, photo-
lithographed by 
John Noone, was 
published in April 
1864.  

 

 

These were fairly large pieces of land, not 
building blocks; the sale of Crown lands began 
later the same year, but sales were slow and 
much of the area would remain vacant lots 
until the boom period of the 1880s, either 
because they had yet to be sold, or because 
the purchasers deferred subdivision for some 
years. Early development tended to cluster 
around Smith Street and Queens Parade. The 
healthy elevation and proximity to the Darling 
Gardens was attractive to the well-to-do, and 
substantial houses later fringed the park.   

 

 

A later map C366 (date not stated) indicates 
names of purchasers of some Crown land lots, 
as well as church reserves. 

 

 

 

 

April 1864 
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� 1 Starting point bandstand in the centre of the Darling Gardens Clifton Hill 

The Darling Gardens site was temporarily reserved in 1863 and permanently reserved in 1866. Let's think 
about its appearance as it was in the early decades, before the generous tree canopy, mown lawns, and 
simple garden beds we are used to today. While trees were planted early, it would take many years for 
them to grow, and further planting continued into the twentieth century. Grass was rough and unmown, 
but people could apply to cut and remove the grass for a small fee. Trenches were dug for nightsoil; they 
were covered over, and treated with disinfectant, and served the double purpose of providing a location 
for emptying the dunny cans used prior to Melbourne's late installation of sewerage under the Melbourne 
Metropolitan Board of Works, and fertilizing the soil. People could also apply to graze animals here, and 
sporting teams played their games of football and cricket. Flower beds were in vogue and there was a 
dedicated gardener, for example Mr Keirce who lived nearby in Peckville St and faithfully tended his 

gardens for decades.  In 1892 a grotto with 
cascading ponds was constructed by Mr 
Robinette and delighted locals at the corner of 
South Terrace and Hoddle Street until the 1950s.  
 
 

 
Early twentieth century photos show a gardener with 
the parks and gardens superintendent near South 
Terrace, displaying the neat gardener's shed and some 
carefully planted beds.  
 
  
 
 
 
A bandstand was constructed in 1906, 
though there were objections from 
many church representatives against 
bands playing on Sundays, as they 
believed this would lead to a decline 
in the morality of the district.  
 
 
West Clifton Hill is one of the City of 
Yarra’s heritage precincts (HO317) 
https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/73433/download-report 
The focus of the heritage overlay is the significance of the late Victorian and Edwardian architecture, 
residential and other.  From the bandstand we can see (depending on the leaves on the trees) some of this 
heritage: the 1882 Shot Tower, church spires, and the more expensive houses in streets surrounding the 
gardens. 

c. 1906 

http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/295267
https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/73433/download-report
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We will be highlighting the 19th century notables, houses, schools, churches and factories.  
We will also discuss the area in the mid 1960s and 1970s (50 to 60 years ago) looking at changes and 
continuity. 
The 1960s and 1970s saw changing demographics: as the post war influx of southern European migrant 
families started to be replaced by ‘trendies’, young professionals. The traditional churches saw declining 
congregations. The local primary school had become a crowded school with many Greek children. There 
was a loss of manufacturing in the area. 
Darling Gardens in 1973 contained the Collingwood High School on temporary placement, and the 
Maternal and Child Health Centre were in the Gardens. St 
Andrews church was standing at the corner. Now these are all 
gone. 
The changes occurring in the area in 1960s and 1970s included 
changes within the local Collingwood Council which involved  
Andrew McCutcheon and others. We’ll mention Andrew a few 
times in this walk. Andrew and his wife Vivienne McCutcheon 
were Mayor and Mayoress at the time of the celebration of the 
Centenary of the City of Collingwood (1876-1976) and were 
inspirational in what lead to the Collingwood Historical Society. 
The new bandstand opened in 1976 as part of these 
celebrations. 
 
To find out more about the Darling Gardens, read the wonderful book by Tina Meyer and Graeme Loughlin, 
I should be glad if a few elms and oaks were included (details under Sources and Further Reading)  
 

Ø Walk	north	along	path	to	North	
Terrace	

� 2 Opposite 11 North Terrace  
12 North Terrace Wellington House  built for 
George Langridge in 1883. Langridge was a 
migrant success story, having arrived from 
Britain as a carpenter, lived in Harmsworth 
Street Collingwood, started an estate agent's 
business, and become a councillor and MLA. His 
house was the grandest in Clifton Hill with 
extensive landholdings through to Turnbull 
Street, stables, and housing for a groom. In 1890 
he requested permission from council to plant 
20 trees in front of his house, ten on each side 
of the road, at his own expense. There is now just one tree. After his death in 1891 it was purchased by 
butcher John Woolcock who was followed by Edward Wilkins in the mid 1890s, when it was re-named 
Kamerooka. From 1924 it was home to the Sisters of Charity who taught at St John’s school in Queens 
Parade from 1894 to 1990. The house was sold to private owners in 2010; they have made substantial 
additions but retained the land to the east as a garden.  

Kamerooka drawing room 1890s 

Band plays in the new 
bandstand, 1978 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/collingwood-council-councillors/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/414/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/222/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/676/
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10 North Terrace Built in the 1880s but much altered, this was Coblenz, home of Theodore Sabelberg, 
owner of the United Kingdom Hotel in Queens Parade, from 1888 to 1910. 
6 North Terrace Kently Lodge built 1930s, was the Baptist manse in the 1970s. Previously site of King’s 
College, 1893-1915; the building, which had been purpose-
built as a school 'with four lofty classrooms' and 
accommodation for boarders, was then used as a clothing 
factory until 1934. 

Ø 	Walk	west	to	intersection	of	North	
Terrace	and	Hodgkinson	Street,	cross	the	
road.	

� 3  Corner Hodgkinson Street and Gold Street  

94 Hodgkinson St This was an early house built by William 
Browne Fox in 1867. On an early map of this area, showing the land owners, W.B. Fox is shown as having 
two plots on the corner of Hodgkinson St, Gold Street and North Terrace. He also had another block in 
Hodgkinson St, north side, between Wellington St and Gold St. The family would have a long association 
with west Clifton Hill. William lived at number 94 until his death in 1906 and his wife Maria remained until a 
few years later.  Their son George Brock Fox lived at 104 Hodgkinson St until his death in 1921 and family 
members were there until the mid 1960s. 
Number 94 passed to George Curtis around 1913. A sanitary plumber, he was responsible for additional 
buildings at the back of the house, subsequently demolished when the new housing units were built in the 
early 2000s. He lived at 94 Hodgkinson until his death aged 83 in February 1965. 
The Baptist Union bought 94 and 106 Hodgkinson St in 1970, as these were adjacent to the Clifton Hill 
Baptist Church and by 1975 these two properties were known as The House of the Gentle Bunyip. It was an 
ecumenical Christian community that existed from 1975 to 1996 and founded by Baptist theologian Athol 
Gill. The community developed and ran a range of mission projects focusing on the poor and needy, 

including homeless, aged, mentally ill and 
children. Over the years 150 adults and 30 
children joined the Bunyip and it 
developed educational initiatives for 
clergy and lay people and introduced its 
own pattern of corporate worship, 
community housing, membership 
agreements and leadership structures. 
Number 94 was used as offices, a multi-
purpose meeting room, a coffee house, 
weekly craft workshops and Monday 
evening team training. An upstairs flat was 
occupied by three or four Bunyips. Over 

the years the Bunyips also ran a youth club, a preschool play group, a food co-operative and a school. In 
1976 The Bunyip gained the use of the Church Manse at 229 Gold Street, which provided accommodation 
for staff and overseas guests. They also acquired other houses in Clifton Hill and North Fitzroy. 
 
In November 1997, due to declining membership, the Baptist Union sold 94 to a developer. And so started 
the next phase in the life of the House of the Gentle Bunyip. A permit to demolish the house was applied 
for and granted by VCAT, after The 3068 Group had fought against its demolition. The community rallied to 
the cause and began a 24-hour, 7 day a week picket line, which lasted 427 days through 1998 and 1999. It 
was staffed by over 100 volunteers helped by a caravan, a brazier, tarpaulins, union work bans and a stay 
on the development approved by Richard Wynne; it was the longest community picket in Australian 
history. 
 

King’s College 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/993/
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The campaign ended by being successful in saving the house due to the Victorian Government committing 
$1.8m towards the purchase of the property for the creation of accommodation for people with 
schizophrenia.  The rest of the funds were raised by the local community and with the support of the local 
Baptist church, Fintry Bank and Ecumenical Community Housing. Approval for 13 units was granted, 
together with the refurbishment of 104 & 106 Hodgkinson St for social housing. 
The house was converted after a $3.8m make over and was officially opened by Richard Wynne in 2008. 
100 Hodgkinson Street. Baptist Church hall built 1906, previously site of a series of schools conducted in a 
building on William Fox's land, before he transferred this portion to the Baptist church. Reports of speech 
nights and concerts featured in the local newspapers indicated that the pupils mainly lived very close by, 
and included Woolcock and Wilkins children. The dates were roughly as follows: 

1894 to 1896 Ormsby Ladies College 
1898 to 1899 Hiawatha Ladies College 
1900 to 1901 Westleigh (adjunct to their North Fitzroy School)  
1902 to 1904 Argyle Ladies School and Kindergarten.  

Next door to the hall is St Mark’s Baptist Church, a Romanesque polychromatic brick church built in 1895. 
You can peek through the glass doors for a view of the interior. For more detail on churches, read 
Brimstone to Bunyip. 

Ø Retrace	your	steps,	then	walk	south	along	east	side	of	Gold	St	beside	Gardens. 
Before crossing the road, look north to the corner of Queens Parade for a view of the former Normandy 
Hotel, built 1875, closed around 2009, now residences and café. 

 

� 4 Gold St midway between North and South Terrace 

We will look at this block in some detail to give you an insight into development from the late 1870s to the 
1940s. The first house was built in 1879 and by 1882 there were another seven houses. The 1901 MMBW 
Detail Plan shows all sites built on with two exceptions. One thing you may notice is the number of 
butchers who lived in Gold St and North Terrace! More recently Clifton Hill is noted for the number of 
solicitors and barristers in the area. 
235 - 241 Gold Street. Malvina Terrace built 1881-82 for Smith Street butcher Thomas Cramp who lived in 
the largest of the four, with a side garden to Hodgkinson Street.  The name honours Cramp's wife Martha 
Malvina Cramp. One house was let to John Woolcock's brother Nicholas, also a butcher, while one of 
Cramp's married daughters, dressmaker Mrs Berggy, lived in number 235 with her daughter who was a 
music teacher. Thomas was described as a gentleman (that is, living on his own means) in the 1880s but 
was hit by the early 1890s bank collapse and economic depression. He returned to his work as a butcher 
and his properties were mortgaged, remaining so until his death in 1904. After that number 241 was let to 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/hotels/all-hotels-listing/entry/104/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/hotels/all-hotels-listing/entry/104/
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a succession of people including the Baptist Minister George Mackay from 1906 to 1911.  Some of the 
longer residents in 241 were Francis Lush from 1912 until 1925 and James Ross from 1937 to 1958, with 
Mrs Ross remaining until 1974. In the mid 1970s 241 was home to Andrew McCutcheon, Collingwood 
councillor and architect, and his wife Vivienne. It was here they planned the centenary celebrations for the 
City of Collingwood and initiated the Collingwood History Committee. Activities included preparing the 
Collingwood History Trail and collecting oral histories from local residents. (The Celebrations were held 14 - 
22 February 1976 with a number of events and displays around the Town Hall. There was also a self-guided 
Tavern Tour).  
This house was only part of the McCutcheons interesting housing history. They moved here from the Page 
Street corner (stop 5) before moving to Kent St (stop 8).  
 
231 Gold Street Elsie Leigh was built for Walter Scott, a draper, in 1885. His eldest daughter, born 1884, 
was called Elsie. The opulent residence is a richly decorated stuccoed villa, with balustraded parapet, urns, 
pediment and anthemion decoration. While the house was built in the terrace style, the Scotts enjoyed a 
side garden to the north which was eventually sold, and the current small red brick house was built.  
229 Gold Street This site remained a vacant block until the 1930s. The house was used as the Baptist 
Manse in the 1960s. 
225 Gold Street Waverley built late 1880, home of Cornishman Henry Vellenoweth, paterfamilias of three 
generations of builders, who died here in 1905 at the age of 88. From around 1913 Waverley was home to 
Cr Thomas Kane and his wife Eva. Cr Kane was a member of the Yarra Bend Management Committee and 
Kane's Bridge, a pedestrian bridge over the Yarra near the Studly Park boathouse, was named in his honour. 
He died suddenly in 1940, but Eva remained in the house until the 1960s. 
221 Gold Street Bogong Builder John Henry Vellenoweth (son of Henry of number 225) acquired this site 
and built a large workshop at the rear even before his brick house was built. His son Henry also became a 
joiner and staircase builder and lived here with his wife Amy until his death in 1953. All generations of the 
Vellenoweth family were parishioners of St Andrew's. The workshop remains and was used as a studio by 
artist Des Norman, whose widow still lives in the house.  
217 Gold Street A modern frontage obscures Marysville, a Victorian house built around 1885 for William 
Kidney, a clothing outfitter who had been a Collingwood Councillor and Mayor. With a large brick house on 
a 95 feet frontage, this was the highest-valued property in the block. William and his brother Thomas ran 
the Smith St clothing store together, and William, a childless widower, shared a home with Thomas's large 
family. He died in 1886 not having had long to enjoy his property. He was obviously fond of Thomas's eldest 
daughter Mary as he left the house and the whole of his estate to her, and we can also assume the house 
was named in her honour. His brother Thomas and family continued to live here for a short while, until 
Mary let the house to John Pritchard who was there until 1900.  Frederick Woolcock, John Woolcock's son, 
lived here from around 1912 to around 1930.  His daughter Violet, a noted violinist, taught music at the 
house (in the 1920s named Avondale) as well as at the conservatorium. 
 

211 Gold Street 1960s 
flats now occupy the site 
of another large house, 
tenanted by Gold St 
headmaster John Spring 
in the mid 1880s, then, 
from around 1886, the 
residence of butcher John 
Woolcock.  Woolcock 
moved to Langridge's 
house in North Terrace in 
the early 1890s while 
retaining ownership of 

1901 MMBW Detail 
Plan no. 1216 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/414/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/1126/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/1126/
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the Gold Street house. His son Frederick Woolcock lived here until around 1912 when he moved next door 
to number 217.  
203, 205, 207 Gold Street terrace of three two-storey houses built early 1890s, originally owned by John 
Carroll who lived and operated a carrier’s business at the rear (where a block of flats now stands). In the 
1890s shoe manufacturer Arthur Whybrow lived in number 207, which was later occupied for over 50 years 
by generations of dentists, surnamed Pollock. 

Ø Continue	walking	south,	towards	South	Terrace.	
� Stop 5 Corner of Gold Street and South Terrace 

Corner South Terrace/Gold Street This was 
the site of St Andrew’s Anglican Church. The 
original timber church was built in 1870/71, 
the first building to appear in this section of 
Gold St, and was enlarged several times. 
With the growing development of Clifton Hill 
in the 1880s, as more and more houses were 
being built in Gold St and surrounds, a bigger 
church was needed and the timber church 
was replaced in stages, between 1885 and 
1916, with a substantial brick and concrete 
church. The initial design was prepared by 
parishioner Edward Twentyman of 
Twentyman and Askew Architects, with a 
later design by North & Williams which incorporated the existing structure. The foundation stone for this 
completion work was laid on 4 March 1916 and the building was dedicated on 30 September 1916.  
The Rev J. H. Mullens was an early minister followed for many years by the Rev E.A. Thomas (1883-1903), 
the longest serving minister in the history of St Andrew’s. A vicarage was built at 1 South Terrace in 1889 
but was replaced in the 1970s. 
The early timber church was used as a Sunday School but burnt down in 1904. It was replaced by a brick 
hall on the south side of the church in 1905. With a dwindling congregation and deteriorating building 
fabric, the church was demolished in 1974, but St Andrew's would continue to serve the community of 
Clifton Hill, re-opening in September 1975 in the converted hall. The 1916 foundation stone was installed 
on this modified building. A parent run kindergarten, known as St Andrew’s Community Kindergarten, 
operated in the grounds behind the church hall from 1953 until the building was moved to a smaller site in 
Walker St, East Clifton Hill in 2009. 
Sambell Lodge, a Brotherhood of St Laurence hostel for the elderly with 43 beds, opened on the corner site 
in 1981, where the church had stood. The hostel, the vicarage, and the church hall were recently 
demolished in order to construct a replacement BSL Aged Care facility in an L-shaped design around the 
corner block. This opened in 2020 with 114 beds. Despite the unpropitious date, the facility succeeded in 
avoiding any Covid cases among its residents.  
Thanks to community agitation the foundation stones of the church and the hall were placed in the garden 
on the south side of the Aged Care home, along with the bell from the hall, seen in the photo below. 
On the corner site of the original church and Sambell Lodge, the Education Department built a new senior 
campus for the students at Gold Street Primary, which opened in 2022/2023. 

St Andrew's Church in 1974, just before demolition 
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St Andrew's hall, which was used for 
services after the church was demolished, 
being readied for demolition in 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northwest corner Gold Street/ Page Street 

St George’s manse stood here until the mid 1960s. The manse was built in the late 1870s on land that had 
been reserved in 1864 for church purposes and by 1879, the Rev Daniel McKenzie was in residence. St 
George's Presbyterian Church was in Wellington St, Collingwood. The Rev Daniel McKenzie continued to be 
the Minister until 1905. During this time, he would have seen immense change occur in this part of Clifton 
Hill, from the manse being almost the only house in Gold St to what you see today. It was a substantial 
house standing in its own grounds, as we can see from its outline on the 1901 MMBW Detail Plan. 
The Rev Thomas Brown was the next minister and he continued until 1915, when the Manse is listed as 
vacant. The Manse was then let for a couple of years before various ministers are listed in the Manse until 
1935, when it is vacant again. The street number of the Manse changed from 197 to 195 around 1936. 
There followed a period when the Manse is again let before Rev Kenneth Wood is in residence from 1949 
to 1955. It is interesting to speculate if a new small house was built as the Manse in 1936, as residents are 
still listed in 197 up until demolition of the buildings on this corner site. From 1961 to 1965, it is just listed 
as the Presbyterian Manse. In 1966 the Manse and 197 were demolished to make way for the innovative 
housing units to be built.  
 
16 – 30 Page Street with 193 to 199 Gold Street. This three-storey terrace housing development was 
designed and built in the late 1960s. Number 193 was home to Cr Andrew McCutcheon in the 1970s. 
The 1960s was a time of change in the Presbyterian Church which was disposing of property at a time of 
declining congregations among local churches and also of the formation of the Uniting Church (Methodist, 
Congregational and some Presbyterians). Andrew McCutcheon, as a minister and architect, brought the 
concept from the churches to architect developer Albert Genser. The church offered the land for 
development and would retain ownership of 5 of the 12 terrace houses and apartments, one as a new 
manse. 
The development was designed by Genser in close consultation with Andrew. Errol Loader worked on 
drafting the plans with Peter Hall as concept designer. Errol and Cath Loader then became long term 
residents. 
The aims of the project included demonstrating that affordable high quality medium density housing 
suitable for families could be provided at no greater cost than the public housing of the time and would fit 
the neighbourhood better than the apartment blocks being built. 
The new buildings were opened late 1969.  
In the 1980s the church-owned residences were sold off. Some of the original residents remain 54 years on. 
The people who initially lived in the new terraces included three notable local councillors all active in the 
ALP: 
Cr Andrew McCutcheon and Vivienne McCutcheon. 
Cr Marion Miller and Forbes Miller 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/462/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/414/?letter=m
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/904/?letter=m
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Cr Caroline Hogg and Bob Hogg.  Caroline was a teacher who became Collingwood’s first female mayor, and 
in the 1980s became state Minister for Education.  
https://www.vic.gov.au/hon-caroline-hogg-ao 
 
Errol Loader provided an overview of the development including the plans he had worked on.  
 

Ø Walk	west	along	Page	Street		
 
3 – 11 Page Street In 1883 Joseph Brown, who had bought a Crown allotment, subdivided his land including 
these five building sites. By 1887 all five houses had been built. 
12 Page Street Built by 1888. William and Charlotte Yates 
rented it in the late 1890s. 

Ø Go	into	the	garden	of	Organ	Factory	
� 6  Former boot factory and organ factory 

6 – 10 Page Street The Organ factory has had three or four very 
different incarnations: originally as a boot factory, then 
manufacturing organs (music) then as a community arts and 
education centre and now as class rooms for  Gold Street 
Primary School. 
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/collingwood-history-
plaques-project/the-organ-factory/ 
 
1. Yates Boot factory 1884 to 1920s  

William and Charlotte Yates arrived in Melbourne in 1875 and 
started a boot manufacturing business. They bought land and built a largish factory in 1884 at 6-10 Page St, 
Clifton Hill. They lived next door at 12 
Page St for at least a few years. 
William died in the Page St house in 
1898 aged 46, and Mrs Charlotte 
Yates was listed there in 1900.  

She continued to own the property and Yates boot and shoe 
business which remained in Page St into the 1920s. By 1914 
the electoral roll shows Charlotte had moved nearby to 25 
Hodgkinson St where she was listed as ‘boot manufacturer’, 
through to the 1920s. She was one of very few women who 
claimed this title.  Note the Yates sign high on the east side 
wall.  

 

2. Hill Norman and Beard organ builders 1927 - 1974 
In 1927 the long-established British firm of organ builders, 
Hill, Norman and Beard, took over the building to 
manufacture organs. They needed the site to handle a 
large number of orders for church organs, and the 
prestigious new organ for the Melbourne Town Hall. The 
Town Hall organ was almost entirely constructed by 
Australian artisans at Clifton Hill. The organ, described as a “masterpiece of tonal architecture”, was the 

Notice in The Argus 4 Jul 1898 page 1 

Miniature shoe from the Yates factory c 1925 

 

See the old name 
on the side of the 
building 

https://www.vic.gov.au/hon-caroline-hogg-ao
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/collingwood-history-plaques-project/the-organ-factory/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/collingwood-history-plaques-project/the-organ-factory/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/History-Page-St-Clifton-Hill.pdf
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largest concert organ built in the British Empire between the wars. The company also built organs for cinemas 
and churches. 

3 ‘The Organ Factory’ 1974 
In 1974, when the organ building firm ceased operating in Australia, the Gold Street Primary School 
Council, staff and parents, and the Collingwood Council petitioned the Department of Education to 
purchase the building. They succeeded. After 1974 the Organ Factory became home to an amazing range of 
activities. It was used as a Community Education Office, by local artists and numerous local theatre and 
recreation groups. These included yoga, self-defence and meditation classes, the Flying Bookroom Theatre 
Company, an experimental music centre, Fringe Festival productions, and the Bushwahzee Band. New 
Theatre became tenants in 1976 and remained the principal user of the upstairs theatre space until the late 
1990s. The after-school care program ran here, and local artists hired some rooms as studios. 

Currently the Organ Factory is primarily used for 
classes from Gold Street Primary School, now, with 
700 pupils, a much larger school than when the Organ 
Factory was acquired. A recent addition is the Diane 
Neville science wing named for a long-time teacher. 
 
 
The original building is two storeys, brick on a 
bluestone base, The bi-chrome main elevation 
consists of red body bricks with white dressing around 
the windows and doors with a curved pediment. A red 
brick section was added at the rear in the 1920s in a 
sympathetic style. 

 

� 7a Rear Gold Street school 

Page Street This is the rear view of Gold Street Primary School now celebrating its 150th year. In December 
1872 a momentous piece of legislation was passed by the Victorian Government, which made education 
free, compulsory and secular. Henceforth the Education Department and Public Works Department went 
into a flurry of erecting purpose-built schools for the influx of pupils, while a separate Catholic school 
system came into being because Catholics disapproved of 'godless' schools. This school was built in 1874 
and was designed to accommodate 1000 scholars.  We will have a look at the front in a few minutes, but 
for the moment just visualise this area in 1874. As we have pointed out there were not a great many 
houses. The Crown land allotments on either side of this rear property line had been purchased, but not yet 
subdivided. and the remaining lots had not been taken up, so the government was able to acquire about 
two and a quarter acres. 
1 Page Street Carpenter George Higgens acquired Crown land on the corner of Wellington and Page 
Streets. His house, named Gladwish after his wife Mary’s maiden name, was built by 1885. Their daughter 
lived there until 1940. 

Ø Continue	west	towards	Wellington	Street,	turn	left	
� 7b  Clifton Hill primary school 

 
Here we can get a better view of the front of the school, though it is obscured 
by modern additions. It faced grandly towards the south, where in the early 
days most of its pupils came from, given the lack of development in Clifton 
Hill. When it opened in 1874, 754 pupils enrolled. By 1888, with the rapid 
building growth in Clifton Hill, there were 1400 pupils, and the school had to 
make use of the St Andrew's hall to house the overflow. The school has 
undergone many alterations over the years, including the replacement of the 

Upstairs classroom in the former 
factory building, 2024 
 

2024 photo shows high ceiling and 
ventilators in an original upstairs classroom 
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slate roof. The lowest enrolment was reached in the mid 1980s, when there was talk of closure, but 
numbers have steadily increased since then, leading to the construction of the additional site on the North 
Terrace corner which we saw at Stop 5 and to the installation of double storey portables on the organ 
factory site. 

Ø Cross	Wellington	Street.	Walk	north,	turn	into	Kent	Street	
� 8  Kent Street laneway  

6 Kent St The original boot factory here dates from the 1880s with some changes in 
the 1920s or 1930s, then in the 1970s early example of re-purposing industrial to 
residential - Andrew McCutcheon again.  
 
1  A brick boot factory was constructed here on vacant land in about 1886 
(with a frontage to Wellington St). It was rented in 1887 by John Messenger 

Hanson. JM Hanson boot manufacturer remained here for some 20 years. By 1909 Hanson had moved to a 
factory in Roseneath St and later to Hoddle St. At the Kent St factory, Hanson was followed by a series of 
other boot manufacturers till the 1930s (1908-1911 H Llewellyn; 1917-1923 Walters and Hunt; 1924-1925 
Erskine Shoe Company; 1930 Kent Shoe Co.) Different uses ensued, including storage, and furniture 
manufacturing, and there were some building additions and alterations. From 1960 to 1974 Hilite 
Diecasting Pty Ltd. was using the site. 

 
It is difficult to know what of 
the 1880s building remains. 
The 1901 MMBW map 
shows the original building, 
393 Wellington St, with a 
very similar footprint to the 
current one, but the current 
steel frame windows date 
from the 1930s and there 
has been some associated 
rebuilding. 
 
 
 
 

 
2.  In the 1970s the factory building became vacant and derelict. It was a difficult 
site as it was now zoned residential but didn’t have a standard street frontage. Andrew 

McCutcheon saw the opportunity 
for turning it into a family home 
and overcame assorted planning 
hurdles. He worked with architect Peter Elliot and the 
design won an architectural award in 1981. It included 
a main house with two studios, for the McCutcheon 
family, Andrew and Vivienne and their four children, 
including two teenagers.  
See Sources and Further Reading on the last page for 
articles about this project. 
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Continue	along	Kent	Street	to	Hilton	Street	to	Hodgkinson	Street,	turn	right 
Note the more modest houses in Hilton Street and Hodgkinson Street 

� 9 St Nikola Tavelic Croatian Church, former Wesleyan Methodist Church 

69 Hodgkinson St Pause before crossing Wellington Street for a view of the 1886/87 Wesleyan Methodist 
Church with its spire, and the hall to the right, which was built in two or three stages, the central gable being 
the earliest (1870s) and quite possibly the original church, as we know the Wesleyan Methodists had a chapel 
by 1874 or 1875.  The memorial stone of the new church was laid on 13 December 1886 by which time the 
trustees had signed a contract with Brewer Brothers to build the nave, tower and spire at a cost of £2,600.  
Congregations diminished in the mid-20th century, so the church was sold in 1961 and became the popular 
Croatian Catholic religious centre. It has been named in honour of St Nikola Tavelic who was one of four 
Croatian Franciscan friars who died a martyr's death in Jerusalem in 1391 while attempting to convert the 
Muslim populace to Christianity. 
The adjoining 1881 Italianate presbytery is at 69A Hodgkinson St.  

Ø Walk	north	up	Wellington	Street	to	Queens	Parade,	turn	left	towards	St	John’s	
Church	

Corner of Wellington Street, former shops and cinema belonging to Catholic Church. 
Queens Parade St John’s Primary School, built 1904, sadly closed at the end of 2023. 

� 10 St John the Baptist Catholic Church 

Land was gazetted as a reservation for a Catholic church on 28 November 1864 but due to the low number 
of Catholics in the area, it was not until February 1876 that a foundation stone was laid. The architect was J 
B Denny, who had worked in England with the leader of the English Gothic revival movement, Augustus 
Welby Pugin, and more locally was also architect of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Ballarat.  The first Mass was 
held in November 1882. Thomas Verga, who lived on the North Fitzroy side of queens Parade, was a major 
benefactor. Stained glass windows include memorials to members of the Warming family, owners of the 
Clifton Hill Hotel. The 1924 organ is the largest George Fincham organ in Melbourne to survive intact, 
although it is now seriously in need of repairs.  On the day of the Walk we were able to visit the interior, 
where John Andrews, author of St John the Baptist's: a church and its community, gave  a talk on the history 
of the church. 

This is the end of the walk proper. 

Ø Walk	east,	crossing	Wellington	Street,	to	Clifton	Hill	Brewpub	on	the	corner	
Frederick Warming's  Clifton Hill Hotel was built in 1884 and remained in the family for several generations. 
 

Ø On	the	day,	we	took	refreshments	at	the	Clifton	Hill	Brewpub.	You	might	like	to	
do	the	same.	

  

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/collingwood-notables-database/entry/479/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/hotels/all-hotels-listing/entry/115/
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Sources and Further Reading 
 

BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS 
 

Three CHS publications of particular relevance for this walk are:  
Meyer, Tina and Graeme Loughlin, "I should be glad if a few elms and oaks were included”: the Darling 
Gardens, Clifton Hill, Abbotsford, Collingwood Historical Society, 1995. 
Peterson, Richard, Brimstone to Bunyip: churches of Collingwood, Clifton Hill and Abbotsford, 1852-1999, 
Abbotsford, Collingwood Historical Society, 1999. 
Cummings, Karen, Bitter roots, sweet fruit: a history of schools in Collingwood, Abbotsford and Clifton Hill, 
Abbotsford, Collingwood Historical Society, 2008.  
 
Other titles of interest include: 
Andrews, John, St John the Baptist's: a church and its community, Bayswater, Coventry press, 2023. 
Barrett, Bernard, The civic frontier: the origin of local communities and local government in Victoria, 
Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1979 
Barrett, Bernard, The inner suburbs, Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 1971.  
Cawcutt, Sue and Therese Virtue, All seats free: a history of the parish of St Andrew, Clifton Hill, St Andrew’s 
Anglican Church, 1980 
Hibbins, G M, A short history of Collingwood, Abbotsford, Collingwood Historical Society, 1997.  
Vincent, Alison, A school for one thousand scholars: a history of school number 1360, Clifton Hill Primary 
School, Gold Street, Clifton Hill 1874-2000, Clifton Hill, Clifton Hill Primary School, 2001. 
 
House of the Gentle Bunyip: A History of the House of the Gentle Bunyip (1975 – 1990): a contribution to 
Australian Church Life. A Thesis by Marita Munro 2002. 
 
Records of St. Andrew's Church, Clifton Hill and St. Luke's Church, Fitzroy North, 1873-1995, MS 14065, 
Australian Manuscripts Collection, State Library of Victoria 
 

WEBSITES 
 
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/ 
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/hotels/ 
Note that links to individual hotels and notable people can be found within the text. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._B._Fox%27s_Villa 

 https://vhd-dr.heritage.vic.gov.au/places/67087/download-report 

https://vcc.org.au/vale-john-uren/ 

pharchitects.com.au/bunyip.htm 

https://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/clifton-hill-vic-st-andrews-anglican 

 

 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/notable-people-2/
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/resources/hotels/
https://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/clifton-hill-vic-st-andrews-anglican
https://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/clifton-hill-vic-st-andrews-anglican
https://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/clifton-hill-vic-st-andrews-anglican
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PHOTOS 
 

Kamerooka, 12 North Terrace: 
This is one of a series of ten photos of the house and grounds during Wilkins time. Use the search term 12 
North Terrace on Picturevictoria to find the others. 
https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/9417.html 
 
Darling Gardens: 
https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/9537.html 

https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/8989.html 

https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/8996.html 

https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/9051.html 

 

Sambell Lodge: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/brotherhoodofstlaurence/4620468705/ 
 
St Andrew's 1916: 
https://flic.kr/p/2q82M4b 
 
Miniature Shoe - Yates Factory https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/items/372578 
Photographer: Rodney Start, Source: Museums Victoria 
Copyright Museums Victoria / CC BY (Licensed as Attribution 4.0 International) 
 
Non-ascribed photos were taken by Janet Taylor and Frances Ilyine. 

MAPS 

Allotments in the borough of East Collingwood 
 
MMBW Detail Plans numbers 1216, 1221, 1215 
 
 

NEWSPAPERS, JOURNALS AND SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 

Sands & McDougall directories, various years 
Collingwood City Council rate books, various years 
 
Advocate, The Age, The Argus, Mercury and Weekly Courier, Fitzroy City Press, The Herald, Table Talk 
 
Articles on the Kent St factory conversion: 

'Making the shoe factory fit', The Melbourne Times, 28 October, 1981, page 8 

'There's no place like a shoe factory', The Age October 1, 1979, page 18 
'McCutcheon house' in Latreille, Anne, New uses for old buildings in Australia 

                                 
 

https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/9417.html
https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/9537.html
https://www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/8989.html
https://www.picturevictorhttps/www.picturevictoria.vic.gov.au/site/yarra_melbourne/Collingwood/8996.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/brotherhoodofstlaurence/4620468705/
https://flic.kr/p/2q82M4b
https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/items/372578
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/93087
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/The-Melbourne-times_Making-the-shoe-factory-fit_28-Oct-1981.pdf
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/The-Age_Theres-no-place-like-a-shoe-factor_1-Oct-1979.pdf
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/NWOBA-Child-Care-Centre-Fitzroy-p6465_McCutcheon-House-Clifton-Hill-p112-115.pdf

