1879 — 1960s

1969

Design

TOWNHOUSE DEVELOPMENT
CNR GOLD & PAGE ST CLIFTON HILL
History by Errol Loader 2024

Preshyterian Church Manse
Probably a large one storey brick house with associated out
buildings No photos or drawings available. [Editor's note: see the MMBW detail

plan showing outline, on p. 7 of the handout]

After demolition of the Manse architectural plans were produced for
12 units on the site with associated car parking.

Architects: Genser Shepherd & Associates Pty Ltd.
Developer: John Griffin Pty Ltd.
Design & Documentation: Albert Genser, Peter Hall, Errol Loader.

The design was to be a signature development for the times, of 12
strata title units.

There was an agreement with the developer and the land owner
whereby the Presbyterian church would get 2 units for families, 2
small one bedroom flats and a manse for the local Church in Michael
Street North Fitzroy.

The developer would sell the 7 remaining units on the open

market.

Units were to be family suitable, 3 or 4 bedroom with separate
kitchen family rooms, lounge, laundry and bathroom with separate
wc and a private outdoor courtyard and car space, garage or carport.
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Gas cooking and heating and Electric Hot water services would also
be provided to each unit.

The designers decided most of the building could be provided wth a
third attic story for bedrooms without compromising height limits.
The attic would be set back from the 2" floor and clad with roofing

a steep angle to accommodate 2 bedrooms and a stair.

The final design incorporates the attic idea over 9 units.

Each unit would have a street address.

The layout consists of 2 blocks of units joined together in Page Street
with a garage attached to the corner Manse unit.

Floor areas except flats vary from 136 to 155 sq m per unit.

Wall construction is solid brick consisting of a face brick outer and
concrete block inner face. Floors are poured concrete to ground and
first floors and timber 2" floor. Timber framed and plasterboard walls
and ceiling to 1%t and 2" floors.

The roof cladding is trimdeck aluminised decking clipped to

insulated timber framing.

Construction began mid 1969 and was completed for the first
occupants in December 1969 and completely finished by Easter 1970.

The last unit was sold and occupied in April 1970.

2 original owners remain in occupation of their unit in 2024.
Many of the original owners continued to live in the area in larger
houses when they became available.

The Presbyterian church sold most of their units in the 1980's.

The majority of initial owners had links or were sympathetic to the
labor Party Policies of the time.

Most households consisted of 2 adults and 1-2 children attending the
adjacent Primary School.

There were many street parties and functions in the course of the first
10 years.

Protests were attended frequently against the Federal Ruling
Government, Conscription, the Vietnam war, Freeway openings and
Female access to hotel bars etc.

There was much celebration at the election of the Whitlam
Government in 1972,

The closure of the street and the purchase by the Education
Department of the Old Organ Factory was a defining moment.



1870 map

[Editor's note: this
is MMBW plan no.
29, dated 1896]




Original Plans
Hand drawn, Ink on Tracing paper, Imperial Measure.

Ground Floor

15t & 2" Floor



Strata Plans
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