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McCUTCHEON HOUSE 6 Kent Street, Clifton Hill, Victoria
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The factory which Andrew and Vivienne McCutcheon wanted to turn into their family house
did not have an address. It was surrounded on three sides by houses and faced a lane
serving the backs of these houses. An initial hindrance to the project, this is cer-
tainly part of the building's chamm. It appears as a landlocked island in a sea of
smaller houses.

The shoe factory, built last century on land later zoned residential, had lost its
non-conforming use rights three years ago. Mr McCutcheon was cme of several people who
since then had tried to find a new use for it. Others had proposed warehousing or com-
mercial uses. The local council was not interested in these, but it was more receptive
to the idea of domestic use. Mr McCutcheon took an option on the building while he
checked whether a planning permit could be cbtained, carrying out title searches which
eventually showed that the lane in front, 7.62 metres wide, was once part of a T-shaped
Kent Street, shown on an 1887 copy of the title. Collingwood Council verified the street
frontage claim (it is the minimm required under the Housing Act), then another com-
plication arose. It was found that, according to the Uniform Building Regulations, the
factory couldn't be termed a Class 1 building (a dwelling) because its street frontage
was less than 10 metres. (This, it should be noted, is hardly an unusual situation in
Melbourne's more cramped inner-suburban streets!) The site was thus officially deemed
sub-standard, and an application had to be made to the UBR Committee for modification of
the relevant clause. Another application was made to the committee relating to the
boundary fromtage.

Potentially it was a vast house. Additions in the 1940s meant the factory, pre-
viously in the south-east comer of the 593 mé site, now filled it to three boundaries.
Two large internal courtyards were planned, reducing site coverage from 75 percent to
53 percent but even so, the house would be more than 44 squares in area with 318 m? at
ground floor level - an exciting proposition in this suburb where small houses are the
norm. '

Size was. just what the family needed. The four children range in age from 18 to
seven years, and the older ones in particular needed room to maintain independence.
There was a chance, too, that grandparents might come to live there, so the house had to
be extremely flexible. Floor arca was to be reduced, and more open space provided.
Finishes were to be simple, integrating the building's industrial character (factory
windows, exposed roof trusses and so on}.

Andrew McCutcheon is an architect, working in fields other than renovation. Rather
than do the job himself, he briefed Peter Elliott, whose work he knew and liked. From
the start there was close client/architect contact and understanding, which undoubtedly
contributed to the project's success. (Indeed, without the client's initial research for
the plamning permit, it may never have gone shead,) The builder, too, was called in at
an early stage, while sketch designs were in preparation. He costed the job at each
major stage and prepared a costed bill eof quantities as the basis for a 'cost plus’
contract of $62,000.

The building itself was a solid shell, with few services and four double bays of
roof trusses. Walls and floors were in poor condition and there were no ceilings. To
save costs, Peter Elliott worked within the existing structure, creating a main house
and two studios. The main house is to the south, and takes advantage of north light from
the courtyards. It has two zones: master bedroom, study, living, formal dining and en-
try; a family room, kitchen, laundry, wine store and a child's bedroom. PIlumbing services
are kept close together. A roofed gallery through a garden courtyard comnects with
studio bedrooms and garage, workshop, etc.

The benefits of a close client/architect/builder relationship showed up quickly. For
instance, the builder suggested cleaning down and spray painting the internal brick walls

and timber trusses before new work started, while the building was still one open space.
This was done from rolling scaffolding and saved around $1,000., Later, it was decided
not to install plasterboard ceilings when the client realized he'd be happy with the
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exposed insulating foil finish. This saved about $6,000. The client found secondhand
cast iron water heating panels for the hydronic gas-fired hot water heating system
(saving about $1,000). He also did same building work himself.

This result is an exciting'three-level living space - ground floor, mezzanine and
attic - blending privacy and family living. Acoustic separation is good although there
are few full-height vertical walls., The courtyards give a feeling of transparency, and
are being planted according to 'peimaculture' principles to help control climate indoors.

The job was finished within the builder's estimate, The client added sbout eight
per cent of variations and now has a handsome, unique house which has cost him, all up,
around $100,000. From the initial planning research to completion of building work in
February 1979, only twelve months elapsed - an indication of the initiative and momentum

behind the project.
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QOST SUMMARY

BUILDING COST

preliminaries

bricklayer

concretor, repair of floor timbers

water blasting, painting of trusses and all walls from
rolling tower scaffold

carpentry (fra:uing, cladding,

Joiner, door hanging, cupboard, shelving, etc.

Tilta door (supply and fit)

electrician (including fittings)

sapitary plumber and roofer

windows, doors (supply)

painting (new work)

extras, pergolas

heating

TOTAL COST

plus builder's factor

Plus professional fees
architect/engineer
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Above and right, 128 Holden Street

CHILD CARE CENTRES Tmmer Melbourne, Victoria
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Cellingwood Child Care Centre,
three houses on the corner of
Keele and Gold Streets, Colling-
wood (below) and RupETt Street
Child Care, Collingwood ({belcw
right and botmm)
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There's a powerful argument for putting child care centres into oxisting houses. A
domestic rather than an 'institutional' feel is preferable for children spending a large
part of their waking time in care. And such conversions utilize housing stock which is
often vacant or run-down, while maintaining the streetscape in residential areas.

In most cases budgets are low; the usual result is a lower cost per child place in

a converted house that in a new building. A Cellingwood centre, for instance, cost

$8,000 to buy in Septembe.r 1977 and $37,000 to convert for ten children. A large house
in Fitzroy, bought in mid-1976 for $36,000, npeded further expenditure of $43,000 in

1977-78 to provide places for twenty-four children and a commmity centre (used for play-
groups, elderly citizens' meetings and so on}. The federal goverrnment throﬁgh the
office of Child Care, funded this project. The Council was keen to acquire the house,
which had been vacant for two years, because it adjoined a coumcil park.

Houses with deteriorated services lend themselves well to such conversions because,
in Victoria at least, regulations require that services - j:articularly in bathrooms - be

.renewed to public building/child care standards. These are more exacting than domestic:

standards.

T s e—" i il i

e

= o —————




	Binder1.pdf
	SKM_C224e19070213350.pdf
	SKM_C224e19070213510.pdf
	SKM_C224e19070213520.pdf

	SKM_C224e19070214070.pdf

