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Disused stables, lofts, and factdries — obsolete inexpensive
Melbourne buildings with “chafdcter” — have been
lovingly converted to houses dufing the past 20 years.

Nostalgia, the patina of age, @nd a flight from
conformity have encouraged the'jndventurous to seek out
these derelict back-street buildings.

The original structures have generally been retained.
Stables and lofts have become fashionable “mews” cottages.
Factories with generous space have become studio or
workshop houses. &

Architects, realising the potential of early industrial
buildings, have been among the firs: to be attracted to ;
them. A

John Mockridge created a beautifully private house
from an old factory in Carlton.

Simon Reed converted a factory in Fitzroy into a
studio house with high-walled eourtyards.

Max May designed the Greenhatch “factory” studio-
workshop house in Toorak. - ‘

Peter Christoff transformed an old South Melbourne
factory into a workshop and first-floor residence, and
is now converting an old stable/warehouse building in ;
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) A cross-section of the building.

- Port Melbourne to a residence for himself. |
Architects Andrew Reed and Gunn Hayball are :
‘making superb townhouses in an old disused multi-store

! warehouse in South Yarra.

William Luttrell is working on a North Melbourne
building that has gone through the full cycle. Starting
asa Victorian residence last century, the building
was added to and its use changed to a blacksmiths :
shop, a pram factory, then a carpet-cleaning factory. It is
now being converted back to a residence.

By DENNIS CARTER, Director,
“ RAIA (Vic. Chapter)
‘Housing Service

Architect Andrew McCutcheon
started with a 48-square dere-
lict  shoe-factory. About
$100,000 later, he has one of
the most interesting houses in
Melbourne.

The original building on the en-
closed site was a small brick
building at Clifton Hill. This was
added to until most of the site
was covered with a solid brick
structure with four double bays of
timber roof trusses.

A number of architects and
other people had eyed the factory
and eventually Andrew
McCutcheon, architect, planner
and Collingwood councillor, who
lived nearby, took an option on
the building — subject to obtain-
ing a planning permit for use as a
residence.

Mr. McCutcheon hadn’t prac-
tised as a day-to-day architect for
several years. He had, however,
through the Fitzroy Collingwood
Rental Housing Association which
he was instrumental in starting,
built up a close working relation-
ship with architect Peter Elliott.

‘He liked Mr. Eiliott’s ideas,
they worked well together, and so
Peter Elliott was engaged as ar-
chitect for the project.

Fortunately, the faciory was in
a residential area. Because it has
been derelict for three years, it
had lost its factory zoning.

A major obstacle to develop-
ment of the site was the lack of
street frontage. The only possible
street frontage was a large lane-
way servicing the backs of
surrounding properties.

An early land title, however,
showed that the laneway was part
of a ‘T’ shaped Kent Street and
had a width of 7.62 metres, the
minimum frontage required under
the Housing Act. Collingwood
Council gave planning consent to

develop the site for residential
purposes.

Then it was established that the
site was sub-standard, and that
the building did not conform with
building regulation requirements
for houses. The building surveyor
supported the renovation pro-
posal, however, and a subsequent
application to the Uniform Build-
ing Regulations Committee was
successful.

The existing building volume
was enormous by domestic stan-
dard with nearly 450 square
metres (48 squares) of floor area,
3.6 metres to the underside of the
roof trusses, and more than six
metres to the roof peaks.

To save money, the renovation
was to be contained entirely with-
in the existing structure.

Site coverage was reduced by
the inclusion of two large court-
yards within the building. The
floor was generally in poor condi-
tion, although about one third of
the original floor has been re-
tained.

The corrugated asbestos roof
was in good condition, although
gutters and flashings required at-
tention. The industrial metal
framed windows were retained in
the external walls and re-used in
several locations where new open-
ings were made to introduce sun-
light.

Before any new construction
work started the internal brick
wall surface and the timber
trusses were cleaned down and
spray painted from rolling scaf-
folding. ;

The McCutcheons have four
children, two daughters aged 18
and 17, a 15-year-old son and a
seven-year-old daughter. The
house had to be flexible to allow
for changes as the children grew,
and to possibly accommodate the
McCutcheons’ parents.

The rebuilding brief provided
two studios with separate access
the connection to the main house.

The main house was put at the

southern end of the main
building, and planned to catch
northern light through courtyards
cut out of the roof.

The main house was divided
into two principal zones: a master
bedroom, study, living, formal
dining and entry; and, cut off by
one of the few full-height walls —
family, Kkitchen, laundry wine
store and a child’s bedroom.

The main house is linked to the
studio bedrooms and the garage
by a roofed gallery glazed on its
west side, but open to a garden
courtyard on its less exposed east
side.

The building now provides a
series of varied and exciting
internal volumes. A mezzanine
level was built and a third level
for an attic study.

The building has a clever mix-
ture of visual transparency and
acoustic privacy.

The structure is left exposed,
with the roof trusses and the pur-
lings passing in and out of the
building at various points.

The eventual cost of the reno-
vation was about $100,000. The
building contract was arranged on
a cost-plus basis, with the owner
doing some of the work.

The builder was involved from

the earliest sketch design stage to
resolve costing ‘questions as de-
sign decisions were being made.
_ This resulted in many cost sav-
ing suggestions. For example
$6000 was saved by changing the
proposed plasterboard ceiling to
an insulation foil finish over a
protective galvanised mesh.

The family finds the large open
house different from their pre-
vious terrace house. It is carefully
designed so that winter sunshine
warms the house during the day.

Additional heat is obtained
from a “hydronic” system which
uses second-hand radiant panels
Heat rises to warm mezzanine
levels in the main house and the
studios, and for freezing days
there are pot-bellied stoves.

onversation pit in-the converted shoe-factory house.

Louise and Kirsty McCutcheon in the c

Housing
service

ARCHITECTS HOUSING SER-
VICE is operated by the Royal
Australian Institute of Architects
(Victorion Chapter) in conjunc- -
tion with the Gas and Fual Corpo-
ration and ‘The Age’.

THE PLAN RANGE of more than
200 architect-designed houses ,
may be studied ot the service.
Plan folders may be purchased
from the service.

IMDIVIDUAL STANDARD PLAN
SERVICE: Where requirements
cannot be met by a standard
plan, en individuasl architeci-
designed pian can be produced

mum fee of $600.
RENOVATOR SERVICE: An arch- _
itect’s report can be arranged for
people wishing to renovate or ex-
tend an existing house. The cost
of this service, which examines
the feasibility and - estimated
building cost involved in the pro- -
ject, is $95. 4
INSPECTION  SERVICE: = For
people considering the purchase
of an existing property, on arch-
itect’s inspection can be carried
out for a fee of $95.
APPOINTMENTS: May be bock-~
ed in advance with the directing
or staff architect, Mondays to
Fridays. A fee of $5 per half
hour is made for appointments.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Fri-
day, 9.30 to 5, Saturdays, 9.30
to noon. Telephone 63 8779,
899 2922.

LOCATION: The service s
located in the Gas and Fuel Cor-
porotion’s ground-floor showroom
to the left of the main ¢ntrance
at 171 Flinders Street. : :
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